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Introduction to the Study of the Dependent, Defective and Delinquent 
Classes. By Charles Richmond Henderson. Boston : 
D. C. Heath & Co., 1901. $1. 

This is a new edition — with much added matter and the whole 
book rewritten to a large extent — of the author's work on the same 
subject published some years ago. It is not only the best, it is the only 
complete, text-book extant upon its subject. 

Why the conditions and possibilities of such diverse classes of people 
— criminals, paupers, insane, idiotic, orphans, sick persons, aged poor 
who are not paupers, blind, deaf-mutes, and all the rest who come 
under the definitions of dependent, defective, and delinquent — should 
be the subject-matter of one and the same work is perhaps suggested 
by the frontispiece of this volume. This is an engraving of the medal 
struck to commemorate the twenty-fifth meeting of the National Con- 
ference of Charities and Correction. This conference has adopted as 
its motto the phrase : " Charity and correction united to uplift 
humanity." Dr. Henderson makes plain the two main principles of 
the National Conference : the first, that the function of correctional as 
well as of charitable institutions and systems of every kind is remedial ; 
they only succeed in so far as they do uplift humanity ; the second, 
that these apparently diverse classes — "the three D's," as they are 
sometimes called — are alike in that the main cause of all their varied 
conditions is weakness of good, not strength of evil. 

The book is divided into five parts, of which the first is theoretical, 
stating the problem, explaining the evolution of anti-social elements 
concurrently with the evolution of society, pointing out the chief 
phenomena of dependency (of which, for the purpose of stating the prob- 
lem, defectiveness is considered as a part), and explaining, by stating 
causes and general conditions, the fact of dependency, a fact which 
would seem so curious, were it not so common, and which, common as 
it is to every man's experience, is really understood by so few. 

Part II gives ten chapters upon "The Relief and Care of Depend- 
ents," which contain a wealth of facts, principles, theories, and methods 
covering almost every form of charitable work, both public and private. 
Of subjects upon which diverse opinions are possible — and that means 
most of the charity problems — the argument from each side is stated 
with clearness and without undue bias, although the influence of what 
is known, and fairly so, as scientific charity may be traced. This is 
particularly interesting in the first chapter, which treats of the directive 
aims of philanthropy. 
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Part III treats of the " Relief and Care of Defectives," and makes 
the case for this class of public effort clear and plain. The classes 
treated have each a chapter : " The Blind and Deaf-Mute," whose care 
is strictly educational ; " The Feeble-Minded," who need special educa- 
tion first and then permanent custodial control and direction ; " The 
Insane," who must have curative treatment, and permanent control if 
that fails; "The Epileptics, Inebriates, and Other Neurotics," whose 
degree and kind of care vary greatly. These are followed by a chapter 
on " State Boards," in which the case for the purely inspectorial and 
advisory board of state charities and the general administrative board 
of control of state institutions is clearly put from both sides. 

The fourth part of the book is called " An Introduction to Criminal 
Sociology." But that the author desires to emphasize the connection 
between all these classes, this fourth part might have been published as 
a separate volume. It is complete in itself, and is by far the best brief 
resume 1 of the science of crime and penalty that has so far appeared in 
the English language. 

The last chapter of the book, under the caption of " Survey and 
Outlook," is an eloquent and hopeful closing. The scattered threads 
of detail and method, cause and consequence, principles, laws, and 
practice, are brought together. The influence of spiritual agencies is 
shown to be the strongest. " The evolution of the race, the victory over 
evil, the prospect for the entire disappearance of the defective stock, the hope 
born of past achievements, indicate that we are moving toward an age 
when it will be easier to hold unquestioning and unclouded faith in the 
absolute and eternal truth, love, and beauty of God." " We are not here 
merely to medicate and dress an ever open sore of pauperism, insanity, 
idiocy, and crime, but to cure it. It is in that faith we began these studies, 
and with increased faith we close." These are noble words. 

We must not fail to notice the appendix, which will be invaluable 
to the student. The plan of the book makes it necessary to give the 
references by chapters at the end rather than by footnotes scattered 
through the text. The author has boiled down so vast an amount of 
material that in using his references we find he gives us only the con- 
centrated essence of the ideas of those he quotes. 

To the student of sociology, and especially to the pastors of city 
churches, city missionaries, directors of benevolent associations, and 
the many comparatively isolated workers in the cause of charity, who 
feel so often the need of knowledge and guidance, and whose circum- 
stances preclude their annual attendance upon these occasional colleges 
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of social science, the National Conference of Charities and Correction 
and the National Prison Association, Dr. Henderson's work will be a 
great boon. They will find almost every problem that confronts them 
touched upon, and at least some hint of its solution given. Perhaps 
the only criticism is that a book so full of information might well have 
an index of nine pages instead of three. 

Alexander Johnson. 



The Christian and Civic Economy of Large Towns. By Thomas 
Chalmers, D.D., LL.D. Abridged and with an Introduc- 
tion by Charles R. Henderson. New York : Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 1900. 
In preparing this volume Professor Henderson has performed a 
valuable service for many people. It is a book which will help to 
translate interest into intelligence. Not a few who desire to be help- 
ful to their fellows and to aid in every effort to benefit society are 
compelled to confess that they do not know what to do. "Sociology" 
is, to them, a name which stands for no definite idea. For those 
whose hearts are warm with the spirit of helpfulness, the words of one 
who proved himself practically helpful will come with a force and sig- 
nificance that speculations cannot possess. Chalmers was much more 
than a theorist, for he put his theories into practice and thereby 
changed the moral and intellectual condition of the districts where he 
wrought. 

The condensed form in which Dr. Chalmers' work here appears 
will encourage some readers who might be dismayed by the una- 
bridged treatise. The analysis which Professor Henderson presents, 
not only puts in succinct form the themes which Dr. Chalmers discus- 
ses, but enables the reader to discover at once how far the discussion 
bears upon present-day problems. Such topics as " The Wages of 
Labor," "Combinations of Workmen for the Purpose of Raising 
Wages," " Objections to Outdoor Official Relief" are sure to awaken 
the keenest interest. 

The criticism of certain so-called teachings of Chalmers which 
Professor Henderson presents forms one of the most valuable portions 
of the book. Attention is called to Chalmers' opposition to labor 
unions and to his prophecy that they could never stand before "eco- 
nomic laws," and would die if left alone. The development of union- 
ism and its present condition is sufficient answer to this prophecy. 



